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the Soudan and Kenya does not allow a rival military
and naval Power to be established securely, with
aeroplane bases, on the highlands of Abyssinia,
ail-astride, across the source of the Blue Nile at
Lake Tsana. Many go further still in their thoughts
and regard Mussolini as already planning ahead a
larger campaign against Great Britain in which the
new " Roman Empire" that he is seeking to create
will dominate the Eastern Mediterranean and stand
in the way of Britain's route to India via Egypt and
the Suez Canal. Thus, they say, the dangers which
before were expected from Russia, when Constan-
tinople seemed to be falling into Russian hands, are
now being threatened from another angle by Italy.
They point to the concentration of the British Fleet
in the South-Eastern Mediterranean during the
crisis.
It should be clearly noted that after the profound
disappointment in India at the end of the Great
War1 the idealist motives which were freely imputed
before to Britain, as the champion of weaker races,
have tended to disappear from men's minds. It is
stated that there is no real difference between Italy,
Britain, and France; that they would have divided
up Abyssinia ten years ago, without much scruple
or hesitation, if the Emperor had not appealed direct
to the League of Nations in 1925. Even then, it is
said, the whole scheme of occupation would have
gone on, each of the three Powers receiving its
portion. The only difference this time has been
1 See Chapter n, p. 31